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Plots sold 
for cheap 
to sham 

nonprofit 


Group paid $1,000 for foreclosed 
properties to sell for huge profits 


Cary Spivak and Mary Spicuzza 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


A sham nonprofit group took advantage of lax over- 
sight by city officials to repeatedly purchase tax fore- 
closed properties for $1,000, a Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel investigation has found. 

Inner City Development Project Inc. 
— a group that city records show falsely 
claimed to be certified by the IRS as a 
nonprofit — then sold several of the 
properties for quick gains, in one case 
making $44,000 on a north side house 
it bought one week earlier. 

Gathan Anderson, a disgraced ex- 
real estate broker, was involved in at least six of the 
sales shortly after the city sold the properties to Inner 
City Development, deeds show. 

The city routinely charges nonprofit organizations 


Anderson 


See PROPERTIES, Page 6A 


BURNED A JOURNAL SENTINEL 
WATCHDOG UPDATE 


Mercury violations 
found at barrel 
refurbishing plant 


John Diedrich 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Mercury has been detected in wastewater coming 
from an industrial barrel refurbishing plantin St. Fran- 
cis for at least four years — and more than a dozen 
times levels exceeded legally permitted limits. 

Since at least January 2013, records show the Mil- 
waukee Metropolitan Sewerage District has repeated- 
ly issued warning letters to the company that runs the 
Mid-America Steel Drum plant, asking it to solve its 
mercury discharge problem. 


See MERCURY, Page 10A 


Daylight saving 
time ends today 


Turn your clocks back one hour, and 
don’t forget to check the batteries 
in your smoke detectors. 
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Orthopaedic 
injury? 


Visit 
Ortho Now. 


Tiziana Lembo (left) and Alison Peel take samples from bats while children watch in Morogoro, 

Tanzania. The researchers gather data in the field — everything from the size and frequency of bat 
litters, to the levels of virus in their blood serum — in an effort to build mathematical tools that will 
help scientists predict an infectious outbreak. ALEXANDER TORRENCE 


Can math predict 
an outbreak? 


Algorithms used in effort to forecast ground 
zero for next animal-to-human disease crisis 


MARK JOHNSON and MCKENNA OXENDEN 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


As the biologist prepared to enter a cave in Uganda, a village leader 
stopped her. Before they began searching for bats, the leader said, 
they would need to talk to the dead. 

So, on a day in early 2013, researcher Amy Gilbert sat on the dirt 
floor of a thatched hut, surrounded by a group of villagers, and togeth- 
er they asked the ancestors for permission to enter the cave. 

Gilbert, who was working for the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, found herself wondering about eye contact — should 
she look up at the villagers, or down at the dirt? More important: What 
would happen if the spirits said no? 

Fortunately, they didn’t. 

In 2009, Alison Peel’s search for bats — a host for dozens of ill- 
nesses including Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) — took 
her to Jinga, a Ugandan town at the source of the Nile. There, the Cam- 
bridge University doctoral student chased a large Marabou stork, hop- 
ing it would drop the bat dangling lifelessly from its beak. 

Instead, she watched the bat disappear down the bird’s throat, its 
wings protruding comically. 

There went her data. 

While sitting in séances and pursuing Marabou storks may seem 
like extreme measures, the data researchers gather in the field — ev- 


See OUTBREAK, Page 19A 


About This Project 


Milwaukee Journal Sentinel report- 
er Mark Johnson studied the grow- 
ing threat posed by diseases that 
jump from animals to humans 
during a nine-month O’Brien Fel- 
lowship in Public Service Journal- 
ism at Marquette University. 


He was assisted by Marquette 
student researchers McKenna 
Oxenden, Ryan Patterson and Devi 
Shastri. 


Marquette University and adminis- 
trators of the program played no 
role in the reporting, editing or 
presentation of this project. 


Additionally, the Pulitzer Center on 
Crisis reporting, which funds over- 
seas reporting on underreported 
topics, is providing support for this 
ongoing series of stories. 


Past installments can be found at 
jsonline.com/outbreak. 
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President Donald Trump flies to Asia, 
with Japan his first stop. 8A 


Gov. Scott Walker says he will serve out 
full term if re-elected, 3A 
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Ortho Now provides orthopaedic walk-in care — 
at the cost of a clinic visit. 


Sprain, strain, fracture, knee, shoulder, foot or ankle injury? At Ortho Now, you will 
see a provider who specializes in orthopaedic care. Your injury will be assessed, 
diagnosed and treated — saving you time and money. 


Learn more about our three locations and hours at 
froedtert.com/orthonow. 
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